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A WORD FROM OUR NEW 
SOWP PRESIDENT 


Ben Russell 
SOWP 1853-V, N6SL 


It is with a sense of trepidation 
that I take over the helm from 
Jack Kelleher on an interim basis. 
We have some important deci- 
sions to make in the near future 
concerning the future of the 
SOWP. Do we want it to be a 
"last person out" organization or 
seek ways to keep it moving for- 
ward? 


Your organization will soon be 
printing a great document which 
will reprint some of the famous 
previous publications and a sum- 
mary of rules and regulations 
from the ITU related to marine 
communications from spark to 
satellites. | 


About the only place we can hear 
Morse code on the air is in the 
amateur radio bands. Practically 
all maritime CW has gone silent. 


Even the shipboard HF SITOR 
seems to be going silent insofar as 
standard TWX or TELEX traffic 
is concerned. I suggest we estab- 
lish calling frequencies to contact 
other SOWP members when we 
are in our ham shacks. Let's keep 
an ear on 3555, 7052, 10109, 
14055 and 21055 kHz. When 
you establish communications, 
please QSW/QSY a few kHz 
away to chat.. Normally during 
the daytime I will leave a receiver 
on 14055 when at home. 


You can contact me via e-mail at: 
n6sl@gs.verio.net or by regular 
mail at: 22161 Hoffman Rd., 
Mandeville, LA 70471. Your 
help and suggestions are always 
welcome and appreciated. 
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A STORY FROM THE 
40's 
by Birgitta Gustafsson 
SOWP 3854-M 


Dear Earl 
A friend in the radio business 
gave me the enclosed story and I 
thought it could perhaps bring 
back memories to some of our 
members. 


David and Goliath 


A friend of mine told me that he 
in the late 1950's had a colleague, 
Olle, who once had been at sea as 
a R/O in the Swedish merchant 
navy. Here is a story that Olle 
related to my friend: 


In the late 40's I was the R/O of 
the Swedish cargo vessel Man- 
garella, 8,900 tons dw. We were 
somewhere in the Pacific when 
one of the crew fell sick, probably 
with appendicitis. I was ordered 
to send CQ and ask for medical 
assistance. I got an answer from 
a ship with a very professional 
R/O and exchanged "master to 
master" messages with the ship, 
which had a doctor onboard and 
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promised to come to assistance. 
Positions were exchanged and 
Mangarella was told to keep its 
normal course and speed. The 
meeting was scheduled to take 
place 36 hours later. 


Mangarella's navigational officers 
became very confused when they 
checked the ship's position and 
the meeting place and time. What 
kind of phantom vessel could 
make a speed of 30 knots? 


The ship had only given its call 
sign and I tried in vain to find the 
name in the List of Coast and 
Ship stations. 
again and asked QRA? The an- 
swer was "wait" and a couple of 
minutes later "US flight carrier 
Saratoga". I gave the bridge the 
name but kept the rest to myself. 


When the time for the meeting 
drew nearer the tension rose on 
the Mangarella and a lot of peo- 
ple gathered on the bridge. 
Saratoga sent: "see you on my 
radar" and a while later: "light ur 
top lights" and a minute later: 
"see ur top lights". Still no one on 
the Mangarella saw anything (I 
guess we had not yet got a radar 
installation on the Mangarella at 
that time). 


But suddenly an enormous ship 
simply grew up from the skyline 


I called the ship — 


aoe 


ahead. Our master almost fell 
backwards by surprise. The flight 
carrier escorted by destroyers ap- 
proached with high speed and our 
crew hastened to put the patient 
on a Stretcher to be picked up by 
a chopper as the Saratoga had 
instructed. Of course we also 
lowered our flag as customary. 


The meeting was over in a couple 
of minutes. After an hour or two 
we got a message from the 
Saratoga saying that our crew 
member had had his appendix 
removed and was well. He would 
be put ashore on Honolulu. 


That was what my friend told me, 
40 years after he himself heard 
the story of big Goliath helping 
little David. I am sure many 
SOWP members have similar sto- 
ries to tell. 


73 de Birgitta 


KPH ON INTERNA- 
TIONAL MARCONI 


DAY 
By Bob Shrader 
SOWP 0157-SGP, W6BNB 


On this year's IMD, April 21, 
2001, I spent the afternoon going 
down to the old KPH receiving 
station at Pt. Reyes. All over the 
world there were ex-commercial 
operators using amateur radio to 
commemorate Marconi Day. 
Probably the only one to use only 
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all old-time commercial transmit- 
ting and receiving equipment was 
KPH. A maritime historical soci- 
ety in San Francisco has been 
issued the call sign K6KPH. 
Many of the members were oper- 
ators of KPH when it was in 
operation up until four years ago. 
At that time the final transmis- 
sions were made and the station 
was closed. It remains that same 
way today. It has its old rotary 
message rack in the middle of the 
room, which is surrounded by 
five fully operational CW posi- 
tions. On this day only the first 
two positions were in use. One 
was on 7050 kHz and the other 
was on 14050 kHz. Starting at 
exactly 2 p.m. with a CW expla- 
nation of activities, Dick Dillman, 
W6AWO, operated the 7 MHz 
position most of the time, and 
Tracy Reese, WB6TMY, oper- 
ated the 14050 kHz psition most 
of the time. Of course both 
signed the call K6KPH. Dick 
used a smooth sounding bug. 
Tracy used a keyboard, which 
was kind of cheating! 


After watching and chatting with 
other commercial operators there 
I took off for home but stopped 
at the old Marshall KPH station 
site on the east side of Tomales 
Bay. It was in operation from 
about 1907 to 1936, when KPH 
moved across the bay to Point 
Reyes for receiving but the trans- 
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KPH ON INTERNATIONAL 
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mitters remained at Bolinas. I 
just barely got home in time to 


tune up on 7050 and work Dick — 


and then shifted to 14050 and 
worked Tracy and a couple of 
other old time operators I had 
been talking to an hour or so 
before. Since the two transmitter 
operators down at Bolinas had to 
go home for dinner the station 
had to QRT at 5:30 p.m. Next 
year they plan to keep the station 
open for a longer period to allow 
more hams to be able to check in 
and receive a commemorative 
QSL card. 


My first viewing of KPH was on 
a radio school trip in 1932. At 
that time the receiving station 
was at Marshall and the transmit- 
ting station was at Bolinas, some 
15 miles south. At that time I 
saw the huge old 18 kc RF alter- 
nator that had recently been taken 
out of service. The antennas for 
their longer wavelength transmit- 
ters were something to see! 


While I never operated at KPH, it 
was the first station I worked 
when I went to sea in 1933, and 
was the last station to whom I 
sent an arrival QTP message in 
1939. I cleared KPH essentially 
every day at sea for six trips 
around the world and on a dozen 
or so transPacific trips on Dollar 
Line ships, plus other Pacific ship 


be Ye 


trips. With their rhombic beams, 
KPH put in great signals all over 
the world on HF. Just for the 
heck of it I also cleared KPH on 
600 m from the China coast sev- 
eral times using our 2-kW 
quenched-gap spark transmitters 
during darkness hours. Clearing 
them with our 1-kW vacuum tube 
transmitter was a cinch. I have 
made several visits to the station 
at Point Reyes over the years. It 
is a shame that no one can ever 
again make ship to shore contacts 
with that great historic station -- 
the first on the Pacific Coast. 


WELCOME - NEW 
MEMBERS 


A warm "Welcome Aboard"to 
the following who have joined 
SOWP since our 

last issue. 


(Add to Section I of your 1998 
Wireless Register). 


RIOS, Herminio 5663-TA Her- 
mie/Angelica W2CY, 908 965- 
0820, 315 Grand Street, Eliza- 
beth, NJ 07202 w2cy@msn.com 


ALBECK, Arlie W. 5664-M Ar- 
lie/2gs. W7GQ, 206 361-8572, 
11301 3rd Avenue NE #301, 
Seattle, WA 98125-6091, first as- 
signment USCG Triton 1950 
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PONCE, Daniel E. 5665-TA 
Daniel/Ivette Montanez WP4F, 
787 799-4444, P.O. Box 2280, 
Bayamon PR 00960-2280 


wp4f@prtc.net 


WHITE, Thomas R. 5666-TA 
Ton//..... KB9KX, 618 532-6212, 
21 Arline Drive, Centralia, IL 
62801-4405 


RAYMENT, Lydon W. 5667-V 
CW/Marilyn ..... ex-W6YGR, 
510 582-9726, 2600 Hansen 
Road, Hayward, CA 94541, first 
assignment SS Mission 1944 


WELCOME RETURNING 
MEMBERS 


CUMMONS, Bruce D. 5156-V, 
Bruce/Wanda W8ZNV, 330 832- 
7396, 1300 Campus Drive SW, 
Massillon, OH 44647 1943 USN 
RM2 


CORRECTIONS/ADDI- 
TIONS TO 
THE WIRELESS 
REGISTER - 1998 


Changes are given on a page-by- 
page basis so they can be marked 
into your personal copy. 


page 11 - change address, DAL- 
RYMPLE, William L. 3824-V, 
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CORRECTIONS/ADDI- 
TIONS TO THE WIRELESS 
REGISTER - 1998 - 

From Page 3 


9650 E. Elm Tree Circle, Tucson, 
AZ 85749 


page 22 - change address, 
MILLER, Grier B. 4999-V, P.O. 
Box 3111, Nantucket, MA 02584 


page 48 - Baker, Earl C. 1442-V 
K6MG K6MG@aol.com 


page 49 - Kelleher, John 2581-P 
W4ZC w4zc@starpower.net 


page 50 - Morris, Ron 4741-V 
W7HQV W7hqv@aol.com 


"BIG BOOK" 


CONTRIBUTIONS 
from Jack Kelleher | 
SOWP 2581-P, W4ZC 


Arch is a very savvy guy. Used 
to be an Officer in Radio Club of 
America, now on the Board of 
QCWA. He offers the following 
regarding contributions to the 
"Big Book": 


Dear Jack, 


Sorry to be so late in answering 
your note about SOWP - but 
hope that my comments on the 
phone were helpful. 


bay 


After a lot of thought, here is, in 
full, what I would suggest: 

1) Contributions to finance 
the SOWP "Big Book" should be 
solicited with the request that 
they be made payable to 
"SOWP". 

2) It can be suggested that, if 
it is desired that the contribution 
is to be used solely to finance the 
book project, checks should con- 
tain the notation "Big Book". 


This should solve any possible 
problems, as SOWP is a 
503(c)(3) organization, so dona- 
tions made to the organization 
are clearly tax deductible. And, 
as far as SOWP is concerned, the 
notation on the check tells you 


- what the donor HOPES the dona- 


tion will be used for. 


In addition, you can always do as 
we do in QCWA's Endowment 
Program. If you will look at your 
copy of the color brochure on the 
Endowment Program you will 
find that it states: 


"Because of the complexity 
of present U.S. tax laws, includ- 
ing the Tax Reform Act of 1986, 
professional help is advisable to 
assure that maximum tax advan- 
tage is realized by donors to the 
QCWA Endowment Program. 
Thus potential donors are urged 
to consult their attorney and/or 
tax advisor" 


Incidentally, I first wrote that in 
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1984 for the Radio Club of Amer- 
ica, and it has received the ap- 
proval of a lot of attorneys since 
then! 


Again, I am SO sorry for being 
late. We have been out of town, 
and things just got out of hand!! 


Arch 


ps: Sounds like a really good 
project. I'm not a SOWP member 
but plan to make a small contribu- 
tion!. 


MEMBER AUTHORS 


BOOK 
by Theodore K. Phelps 
SOWP 0881-P, W8TP 


On our CW nets on Monday 
night 30 April, Earl Korf, 0613- 
SGP, K2IC. made this announce- 
ment, requesting mention in the 
upcoming Beacon: 


“Our most senior member, Mel 
Grummet, 1740-SGP, (non-ham) 
will reach his 100th birthday May 
29, 2001. Mel has written a book 
about his maritime experiences 
called In the Web of History - A 
Titanic Connection. It's avail- 
able from the author in paperback 
for $7.50 per copy and can be 
ordered by writing to Mel at 65 
Mill Street, Middletown, NY 
10940. 
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DONALD P. NEWMAN 
GENTLEMAN and 
BRASSPOUNDER EX- 
TRAORDINAIRE 


by T. K. Phelps 
SOWP 0881-P, W8TP 


Donald P. Newman, SOWP 58-P, 
W7CO, was born July 6, 1912. 
We do not have details on his 
early life, but at age 15 he ob- 
tained his first amateur radio li- 
cense in 1927 before the United 
States issued call signs with W or 
K_ prefixes. His first call was 
7OV, but he persuaded the radio 
inspector to also issue him an- 
other call sign for use in Alaska. 
So Don began to use “7CO” as 
his on-air signature.(It would 
later become W7CO for almost 
70 years). Don also received his 
first commercial radiotelegraph 
operator license, (second class) in 
1927 from O. R. Redfern, the 
local Federal Radio Commission 
Chief Inspector in Seattle, WA. 


In 1930, Don began his long ca- 
reer in maritime radio while still 
in his teens, aboard a Puget 
Sound steam tug, SS Irene / 
WQBE. 


He also joined the U.S. Naval 
Reserve at Pier 1 in Seattle, 
where he operated NDQ, took a 
cruise to Alaska and operated at 
NPC. 


In 1933 he started work as a 
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seagoing Radio Officer for the 
Alaska Steamship Co., when he 
shipped aboard their SS Cordova, 
/ WCCS, followed by assign- 
ments thru 1936 on SS Lakina / 
WCCT, SS Nizina / WCCV, SS 
Yukon / WCCZ, SS Aleutian / 
WCCR, SS Alaska / KFIM, SS 
Victoria / WCCY, SS Oduna / 
KDID, SS Mt.McKinley / KJEU, 
and SS Baranof / KIGQ. 


Don Newman had a lively sense 
of humor all his life. He wrote 
the following as part of his 
SOWP membership application: 
“One incident I’ll never forget 
was in 1933. I was on SS Henry 
S. Grove/ KDLN, an RCA con- 
tract ship leaving Oakland, CA 
with a load of steel beams for the 
Tacoma, WA Narrows Bridge. 
We ran hard aground at full speed 
about 300 yards east of the north 
end of the Golden Gate Bridge. I 
was eating a quart of ice cream 
while riding backward (in the ra- 
dio shack)! Our five-wire an- 
tenna came down and wrapped 
around the stack. After the an- 
tenna was hoisted again, I tried to 
work KPH (RCA) with our old 
arc transmitter, but couldn’t raise 
him. SS Maololo/WMCE also 
tried, but we finally had to give 
up and give all traffic on the 
incident to our rival Mackay Ra- 
dio coastal station, KFS. All the 
RCA people were listening to the 
whole thing on their BC sets and 
needless to say, the RCA man- 
ager was very upset!” 
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Don came ashore from SS Bara- 
nof in 1936 and went to work for 
RCA-Radiomarine Corp. as a 
technician in Seattle. In July, 
1968, he was transferred to San 
Francisco as RMCA Field Man- 


ager. 


Don Newman was an RCA 
(Radiomarine) employee for forty 
years, from 1937 to 1977 when 
he retired as West Coast manager 
for RMCA in San Francisco. Not 
long afterward, he took his family 
back to Seattle and very soon set 
up his own marine radio service 
business there. He inspected and 
repaired marine radio equipment, 
radars and antennas on vessels 
calling at Seattle for more than 20 
years. The ships were mainly 
those flying foreign flags and 
Don’s inspection service replaced 
that of the FCC. In a letter to 
your author in September 1999, 
Don related his experiences with 
ships from South Korea. These 
vessels seemed to develop identi- 
cal radio trouble on which Don 
commented: 


“The company built ten ships. I 
worked on the first one. Her 
captain was going to be the port 
captain in the Orient and was 
making a trip on each ship when 
it came out.. These ships had a 
high-power 2.5 kW CW rig made 
by Japan Radio Co. which would 
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operate for a short time, then 
quit. In the amplifier, everything 
was inside aluminum chambers 
and pipes. Each rig had a fan at 
the bottom near the tube socket, 
built to exhaust heat out through 
the side of the cabin.. 


“The fan was so quiet you 
couldn’t hear it. I suspected 
something, so tore it all apart and 
took the socket out. I found 
there was not enough tension be- 
tween the socket contacts and the 
tube prongs, so I went to the 
ship’s engine room and made new 
contacts. I did this on several of 
these rigs and it cured the trouble. 


“I worked out a standard price 
for this repair not including over- 
time and became famous with 
most of the skippers. Japan Ra- 
dio sent me a check for $3,500 
for finding and fixing a trouble 
that their design or service people 
couldn’t handle. But this won’t 
continue; no second problems on 
any of those rigs. Just to be sure, 
I made up some good tube con- 
tacts and new fans which I keep 
in stock.” 


Now, before concluding this 
memorial to Don, I must relate 
his great, much appreciated help 
to our World Wireless Beacon 


_ them from there. 


mt a 


newsletter in its early years. In 
1992, we discovered that our 
mailings to Canadian and over- 
seas members were not being re- 
ceived at all. After a lengthy 
investigation, it became evident 
that the cause of that undelivered 
mail was deliberate. Our mailer, 
in Columbus, OH was “trashing” 
copies destined for Canada and 
overseas and was pocketing the 
postage we had prepaid. 


But before we knew the cause of 
our trouble, Don Newman 
stepped forward with an offer to 
help. If we could ship the Cana- 
dian and overseas copies in bulk 
to Don in Seattle, he would mail 
It worked! 
Canadian members received their 
copies in a week or less; overseas 
addressees received theirs in 10 
to 14 days. 


All SOWP members including 
this author who contacted Don 
on CW will recall his easy-to- 
copy “fist” and the characteristic 
sound of his Collins transmitter, 
with a very slight chirp. That 
changed when Don put a used 
Kenwood TS 180S on the air in 
1999.. His signal was not quite as 
strong, but his sending remained 
excellent. We shall miss you, 
good friend, and your often- 
humorous letters about your ex- 
periences in the good, old days. 


In September, 1989, your former 
Beacon editor and his XYL 
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stopped off in Seattle before be- 
ginning a cruise to Alaska via the 
“Inside Passage”. Don Newman, 
Chapter Secretary, John Dudley, 
Chapter Director and other mem- 
bers were our hosts at a luncheon 
meeting of Jack Binns Chapter V 
of SOWP at the famous 
“Doghouse” restaurant which no 
longer exists. We thoroughly 
enjoyed that opportunity to meet 
with them all and would like to 
repeat our visit. Sadly, that can- 
not be, for four Binns Chapter 
members photographed with us, 
including Don Newman have be- 
come Silent Keys. Don departed 
this life January 10, 2001. He 
would have been 89 on July 6, 
2001. 


Farewell and -30-. 
De- Ted Phelps, W8TP. 


MEMBER 
CORRESPONDENCE 


Dear OM: 


I was very pleased to see the 
story by W8TP about bringing 
home the LST 325. From it I 
learned that this vessel had taken 
part in the North African, Sicily, 
Salerno campaign. This seems to 
say that it was probably still in the 
area in November 1943 when my 
Outfit, the 1060 Signal Co, 323rd 
Air Service Group sailed on one 
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from Bizerte, Tunisia to Naples, 
Italy at Thanksgiving time of that 
year. There were several other 
LSTs and smaller vessels in the 
convoy. It was a very heavy 
weather crossing of about three 
days time. I never noted the iden- 
tity. number on any of the vessels 
so am now wondering if I might 
have, by some miracle sailed on 
that very one or that it may have 
been in the same convoy? I 
wonder if there is anyone around 
who knows how to find out what 
LSTs made the Bizerte to Naples 
run at Thanksgiving time 1943? 


73 
Sam Beverage, 
SOWP 4266-V, W1IMGP 


Editor: 


... | am not active at the present 
time but trying to find an antenna 
to allow operation from this sixth 
floor apartment in a steel and 
concrete building. 


I am visually impaired. I receive 
audio tape transposition of the 
Beacon, thanks to Bob Hickman, 
AASWE. I get his tape as soon 
as or before the printed Beacon 
arrives. I wish to acknowledge 
his help for those of us who re- 
ceive this courtesy. 


Thank you and a happy 2001 to 
all. 


73 
Russell F. "Rusty" Schmid 
SOWP 4488-P, K2LL 


GREETINGS WALDO: 


WILL USE TRUE COMMUNI- 
CATIONS FONT 4H... 


HOPE ALL WELL AND GOOD 
WITH YOU FOLKS "OUT IN 
THE WEST." ALL OKAY 
HERE IN MISSISSIPPI. WX 
WARMING A BIT AND GET- 
TING NEEDED RAIN. EN- 
CLOSED A CHECK FOR THE 
"BEACON" WHICH I ENJOY 
READING BUT DOES RE- 
MIND ME HOW FAST TIME 
FLIES HI... 


73 

Earl C. Baker 

SOWP 1442-V, K6MG 
(RMCM USN RETIRED, REO 
USMM RETIRED) 


Editor: 


... | want you to know I very 
much look forward to receiving 
each issue and devour every 
word. 


Many memories shared. 
73 


Paul Farris 
SOWP 4217-V, W1ZPI 


Waldo: 


If I remember, we first worked on 
20m CW a few years ago. My 
hurried synopsis: 


First ham license about 1944, op 
only. Could have gone to sea at 
age 16 about that time but with 
my luck I'd still be laying in a 
bombed out tanker way down 
there! Now age 73.6434 or so 
and still kicking. 


Joined USNR-R at 17 in Aviation 
Radio. Managed to be ship Radio 
Electronics Officer thru Gung Ho 
Vietnam, Pusan, and luckily got 
to Damman when the flyboys 
started their thing that morning. 
Our ships, at the dock were 
loaded with ammo and luckily (? 
only) the one behind got a piece 
of a scud. 


Still enjoy 2m net Monday nights 
here locally and occasional cw 
contacts. 


LONG LIVE MORSE CODE 


Sincerely 
Joe Morgan 
SOWP 5618-V, WS5PRV 


Editor: 


When reading about the careers 
of other members mine seems 
very insignificant. My start was 
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with the class of 7-41 (Radio) 
Group IJ NTS San Diego. Our 
school was cut short by the attack 
on Pearl Harbor. 


Even tho our school was cut 
short I knew all of the answers 
when I checked into base com at 
Naval Air Station Tongue Point 
(Astoria) Oregon NPE/NGH. 
The youngest man in the section 
had 7 years service. Guess how 
long it took for me to learn just 
how little I did know. I later 
picked up some flight pay as 
radio-qual air. This was before 
the Aviation Radio ratings. 


Next to the Naval Aux Air Sta- 
tion North Bend Oregon as 
Radioman-in-charge of Comm. 
Next to USS Flint CL-97 a crew 
chief and later Chief Radioman. 
My promotions up to first class 
were quite rapid due to being 
gungho and attached to Aviation. 
When our senior CRM made 
Warrant and the junior CRM was 
ordered back to the states for 
shore duty, due to too many years 
overseas, I was promoted to fill 
the slots. After Flint went to 
mothballs in June 1946 my next 
stop was Johnston Island. 


My intentions had been to make 
the Navy a career but 7 months 
on Johnston left no doubt that 
this would be a major mistake. 


-§8- 


However, two years later I joined 
the Navy Reserve. This got me 
two years active duty during the 
Korean conflict, about half of the 
time with Navy Beach Master 
Unit One and the rest with an 
LST Squadron Flag. 


Ten years were spent as a field 
rep for RCA Service Co(Military 
contracts) and Weather Satellite 
command and data acquisition. 
Seventeen years as an electronics 
technician with the Dept. of Air 
Force. 


Have a very Happy New Year 


Wm. D. C. "Bill" Burnette 


. SOWP 1666-V, W7UNE 


p.s. - One of these days I'll write 
a note asking if any of the old 
timers can tell me about the old 
days of NPE. During my assign- 
ment at Tongue Point I spent 
some time at the transmitter site 
which was in the old NPE build- 
ing on Young's Bay. 


Waldo: 


Just received the latest WWB, 
Vol. 12 No. 4 and as usual an 
outstanding publishing job. My 
thanks to all concerned. How- 
ever, I was most concerned about 
your comments concerning the 
fate of the SOWP after the publi- 
cation of the forthcoming com- 
prehensive directory. I realize 
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that our ranks are thinning, and 
new blood is practically non- 
existent, because no one makes a 
living as as MM op anymore. I 
do believe that we could increase 
membership considerably if we 
bent the rules just a bit. There are 
many thousands of ex-military 
members out there that made a 
living copying MM during WW2, 
Korea, Vietnam and into the late 
60's. And from what I hear the 
Army, AF & USN are still train- 
ing MM operators. Considering 
the above, I am sure there are 
many people out there who 
would consider joining the 
SOWP if our requirements were 
amended. 


Over the years I have so enjoyed 
the WWB's and the old Sparks 
pubs with its tales of the wireless 
pioneers, and the Ports O' Call 
with its wonderful Preface by Bill 
Breniman. If the forthcoming 
new directory measures up to the 
one published in 1976 it will be 
outstanding. I surly hope that the 
decision will be made to keep the 
SOWP alive into the future, and 
some effort be made to offer 
membership to the younger MM 
people who have, and in some 
cases still make a living in MM. 
We older ops are like the last 
verse on Edwin Bacon's poem 
"73 to the Bright Brass Key" 


(continued on next page) 
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Now the case is worn and 
the key is old 

And the flag of adventure 
is furled; 

Still I sit in the dark with 
the pale blue spark 

and my friends all around 
the world. 


I firmly believe that MM is still 
alive and well. The International 
Morse Preservation Society 
(FISTS) is just a few years old 
and has over 7,000 members and 
is still growing. The HF CW 
bands are crowded with MM sig- 
nals from world-wide stations. 
And as I said in the above, if there 
is no need for MM in the future, 
why is the military still training 
Morse operators? 


Waldo, I have rambled enough, I 
guess it is the age (83 this coming 
May) but I do enjoy being a mem- 
ber of the SOWP, reading the 
WWB's and tuning-in on the nets. 


All my best 
Ted Bouton 
SOWP 1292-V, K3CJQ 


Waldo: 


... I'm in two Navy organizations, 
they are terminal! When were 
gone - that's it. It won't be too 
much longer before us old brass 
pounders are all gone. Then the 


name Society of Wireless Pio- 
neers really will be out of place. 


Pete Owen 
SOWP 2266-V, W6EDU 


(response to above) 
Pete: 


Years ago we were younger and 
gee, how excited we were about 
talking across continents and out 
to see before airplanes. 


And now we are old, and our 
beards are white, and we zap a 
1,000 word message into the 
ether at 1,000 words per second! 
We graduated from "pounding" 
brass to "nudging" a paddle from 
side to side, to increase our speed 
from 20 wpm to 40 or more. Our 
kids at the keyboard are doing 
their thing too, but I wonder, do 
they feel the thrill that we felt? I 
guess yes. 


I walk into the sunset with won- 
derful memories, and hearty best 
wishes to these kids at the key- 
boards. Their thrill will begin 
when "Star Trek" becomes the 
reality that it has surely prognos- 
ticated! 


Af, 


Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


Waldo: 


Many thanks for your column in 
the December 2000 issue of the 
World Wireless Beacon. Here's a 
contribution toward the great 
idea of the historical archive. 
Thanks and kudos to Ted! And 
all of you involved in its produc- 
tion. ‘ 


It would be dreadful to let SOWP 
die. It must be kept alive as a 
tribute to Bill Breniman if nothing 
else. If the pioneers are rapidly 
off to Davy Jones, perhaps we 
could copy the Morse Telegraph 
Club. You mention "What has 
God Wrought," but in case you 
are not familiar with the MTC, it 
was organized for Telegraphers. 
But they are rapidly disappearing, 
so, to keep the club alive, the club 
has accepted hams, with an inter- 
est in Morse, particularly, as 
members. Maybe the SOWP 
would consider accepting 
younger members who are not 
pioneers or veterans, but have an 
interest in the history of wireless 
- particularly the operators who 
made a living from their vocation. 


Warmest wishes, 73 


Bill Marsh 
SOWP 3672-P, VE3SB 


(response to above) 


(continued on next page) 
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Bill: 


Thanks for your contribution to 
our project, and for your highly 
upbeat letter! You'll be glad to 
learn that we accept non-pro's as 
"Technical Associates," many of 
whom have contributed to the 
Society in both money and help 
with the chores. TA's will be- 
come more active in the work of 
documenting our past contribu- 
tions as time flies - if we but think 
for a moment, when the very last 
one of our pro's stands alone, 
who will interview him or her for 
the "last word?" Most certainly a 
TA! 


73 
Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


Editor: 


... All the best to you and the 
gang. Sure do enjoy the Bulletin. 
Keep it coming! 


73 


Bill Dalrymple 
SOWP 3824-V, WF7S 


Waldo: 


Thanks for all your hard work in 


bringing us so much great mate-_ 


rial. I only regret I have no 


-10- 
exciting news or stories. 


I enjoyed my work as FJPM on 
Ile Nou in New Caledonia. We 
had a great crew and some of us 
are still in touch with each other 
over 50 years later. Just sorry 
PAA went down the tubes. 


Regards 

Jim Gabrielson 

SOWP 4087-V, ex W6KFK 
(response to above) 

Jim: 

... And here's a tip - no one sees 


his own story as exciting so let's 
have yours and we'll see if it's 


-interesting to our readers! 


73 
Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


Editor: 


I thought you might like to know 
that my December 2000 issue of 
"The Wireless Beacon" arrived 
yesterday. I still enjoyed the 
Christmas greetings and the best 
wishes for the year 2001! 


Sincerely, 
Smith L. Green 


Retired Infantryman and Airman 
SOWP 1492-P 


June 2001 
EDITOR’S COMMENT 


Thank you all for sending in your 
articles, stories and letters for 
these issues of The World Wire- 
less Beacon. The members of 
SOWP enjoy reading about you 
and your role as a professional 
wireless operator. Your contin- 
ued support is appreciated by all. 


SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP 
members as they join our Chap- 
ter Eternal. We send our sincere 
sympathies to those they held 
dear. 


BOLEN, Frank 4180-P, 
WA2KWC, Highlands, NJ. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, May 2001. 


CUSHING, Wendell D. 4400-P, 
K4VN, Forest Park, GA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
QCWA Journal, Spring 2001 


GEORGIA, W. Scudder, Jr. 
3831-P, KD3P, Bethesda, MD. 
No date or details. Reported in 
OST, April 2001. 


GORDON, Frank M. 5277-TA, 
K2LOV, Morris Plains, NJ. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, April 2001. 


(continued on next page) 
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HALL, William L. 0915-P, 
WIBMS, Friendship, ME. 16 
October 2000 after brief illness, 
age 93. Graduate of Boston Ra- 
dio School. During World War II 
he was a chief warrant officer and 
radio operator in he Navy. 
Worked for the Boson school 
ship Nantucket and was a marine 
radio operator for many compa- 
nies, including ships of United 
Fruit Co. and Texaco Oil Co. He 
worked for the Mackay Radio 
Station in Cushing. William Hall 
was the radio operator on watch 
at WAG on 11 January 1942 
when SS Cyclops SOS was re- 
ceived and handled. An account 
of this ship begin torpedoed can 
be found in Michael Gannon's 
book Operation Drumbeat. Re- 
ported by Earl Korf SOWP 0613- 
SGP, K2IC. 


JEFFRIES, James B. 5624-TA, 
WS5EFB, Houston, TX. No date 
or details. Reported in QCWA 
Journal, Spring 2001. 


KARBER, Kenneth Frank 3137- 
V, KC7H, Reno, NV. April 29, 
2001, congestive heart failure. 
World War II Navy veteran radio 
operator among first troops to 
land on Utah beach on D-Day. 
During late 1960's served as radio 
officer on ships which went to 
southeast Asia during the Viet- 
nam war. Reported by Gordon 
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W. Harris SOWP 5421-TA, 
W7UIZ. 


MURPHY, James K. 5071-V, 
K6KZ, San Diego, CA. No date 
or details. Reported by returned 
mail. 


NEWMAN, Donald P. 0058-P, 
W7CO, Seattle, WA. 10 January 
2001, age 88, no details. Re- 
ported in OST, April 2001 and by 
Ted Phelps SOWP 0881-P, 
W8TP. (see article on page 5 of 
this issue). 


OCHOCKI, John C. 1922-SGP, 
WAINHQ, Shaftsbury, VT. No 
date or details. Reported in 
SOWP West Coast Net Bulletin. 


OEFINGER, Hawley C. 0764- 
V, WIGUP, Stamford, CT. Re- 
ported in Spark Gap Times, April 
2001. 


ORR, William I. 3459-V, 
W6SAI, Menlo Park, CA. No 
date or details. Reported in OST, 
May 2001. 


SEIKE, Helmut K. 5057-V, 
AA8GQ, ex-DL9DQ, Toledo. 
OH. No date or details. Re- 
ported in OST, May 2001 and by 
Ted Phelps SOWP 0881-P, 
WS8TP. Seike was a veteran of 
the Luftwaffe. He wrote of his 
wartime experiences in the WWB 
for Sept-Oct. 1995 ‘as a radio op 
aboard a German transport plane 
which was forced down in the 
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Sahara in 1943. He was able to 
alert rescue forces by making a 
"verboten" ham radio contact 
with an old friend, D4FMF, in 
Germany. He sent the location of 
their plane in clear text, using his 
name, Helmut", in the msg. Ger- 
many allowed a few hams to 
communicate on a weekly basis 
and Seike used this sked to send 
word of their plight. A rescue 
plane found them by noon the 
following day. 


SIMMS, Preston W. 2991-P, 
WS5RM, Santa Fe, NM. No date 
or details. Reported by returned 
mail. 


WARSHAW, David 1147-SGP, 
Deland, FL. 09 March 2001, age 
94, no details. Reported by re- 
turned mail. 


WELLER, Harry H. 1322-P, 
WOIP, Bishop, CA. No date or 
details. Reported in OST, April 
2001. 


Silent Key Reporting 


Please send reports to SOWP 
Exec. Sec'y Waldo T. Boyd., 
P.O. Box 86, Geyserville, CA 
95441-0086. If available, include 
date, age of deceased and cause 
of passing. 
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HONORS FOR LONG 


Alfred B. Long, SOWP 0359-P, 
WS5EKE was recently honored by 
the Beaumont Police Department 
for his outstanding contributions 
and services rendered to the De- 
partment and citizens of the com- 


munity. His public service award. 


states in part "Alfred B. Long, at 
91 years young, is one of the 
most active social volunteers the 
City of Beaumont has ever seen. 
And, many of his volunteer activi- 
ties directly benefit law enforce- 
ment officers and the communi- 
ties they serve. Mr. Long is a 
current and active member of the 
Beaumont Citizens On Patrol: 


participates in a variety of activi- 
ties benefiting Special Olympics; 
is a lifetime member of the 100 
Club of Jefferson and Hardin 
County; and is the first lifetime 
member of the Citizens Police 
Academy Alumni Association. 
His other activities include serv- 
ing as an advocate for several 
community services such as the 


Seniors and Law Enforcement | 


Together; volunteering at local 
hospitals; publishing a pamphlet 
"Meditations' which he distributes 
to area hospitals, polce officers 
ad community members; and pro- 
viding research on various police 
and community issues. Mr. Long 
has carried the Olympic torch and 


was featured on 'Good Morning 
America’ as an outstanding Amer- 
ican citizen and volunteer." He 
has been licensed for 72 years. 
SOWP member Al Long is com- 
mended for the honors he contin- 
ues to bring to the organizations 
he serves. 


SLOP CHEST 


Slop chest tems are still available. 
Anyone interested in a slop-chest 
item may e-mail or USPS to: 

Waldo T. Boyd (K6DZY) 

P.O. Box 86 

Geyserville, CA 95441 


k6dzy@netdex.com 
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